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Misinformation



What is information ?

Watch this video and provide the definition 
of information:

List the 3 main criteria that help determine 
if I am dealing with information.

The key to media

Information



What is an info ?

- Something new.

- That has concequences for a
large number of people.

- That is verified and reliable.

Im portant :a piece of information 

has nothing to hide, nothing to sell. 

It is a fact, indisputable.

Information



A piece of information always had one or more 
reliable sources

Reliable Unrel iable

Newspapers, scientific studies.. Rumours, gossip, anonymous sources

Information



Information



The Megalodon 

still exists!

No source

The Megalodon is a 
prehistoric creature 
that could measure 
between 10 and 20 
meters in length. Today, 
it is extinct, but videos 
claim that some 
specimens still swim in 
our oceans.

Information



Information can have positive concequences

Scandals get revealed

The piece of info

The 
source

Information



Information

The piece of info

Frausters get exposed

The source



Information

An informed opinion is build



Information

A society and laws that evolve 

thanks to information.



Disinformation

Fake news or infox, 

are :

A false piece of information 

is given with the intention 

to deceive the public or 

with a deliberate intent 

to harm someone, an 

organization, or a state.



Disinformation

Disinformation plays on strong 
emotions.



Why spread fake news ?

To create a buzz

A false piece of information spreads 6 times faster

on X ( former-Twitter) than a true piece of 

information*.

In Tanzania, there are

black lions

It snowed on top of the Egyptian

pyramids

Source :M IT 2018

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aap9559


To make money

"Fake news" is a business, generating 2.2 billion

euros in advertising revenue per year, according to 

a study by NewsGuard and Comscore.

The Youtube Channel “Lama Fâché” 

with many dubious pieces of 

information :

•Ove.r 9 million subscribers

• Nearly 2,5 billion views

• 2500 videos posted since 2016

• Estimated revenue:between

604 000 et 3,63 million euros (via 

ads)

Why spread fake news ?



To influence opinion – to promote political 

ideas.

"Fake news" can influence citizens' voting 

decisions.

True photo, false context

A photo montage shared on Twitter with the 

text: "And then we're told that immigration is 

an opportunity for France!"

Why spread fake news ?



Disinformation, Misinformation or fake news ?

Misinformation is :

Sharing false information believing it to be true and without 
malicious intent.

This can be a mistake or a joke (such as satirical or parody 
sites, like Le Gorafi)



A typical example of misinformation: the rumor of the white 
vans.

A devastating rumor 

targeting the Roma

community. 

(Click on the image)

Disinformation, Misinformation or fake news ?



A typical example of misinformation: the rumor of the white vans.

Real consequences and 
harassment on social media.

Disinformation, Misinformation or fake news ?



A typical example of misinformation: the rumor of the white vans.

The fear of the people 
targeted by the rumor.

Disinformation, Misinformation or fake news ?



Misinformation and disinformation have very negative and

dangerous consequences.

Harassment, scams, health

risks, manipulations….

Disinformation, Misinformation or fake news ?



To avoid disinformation or misinformation, we always 

check two things:

The author: What is their legitimacy? What is their expertise?

The source : is it reliable or not?

Disinformation, Misinformation or fake news ?



The content of this publication reflects the views only of the authors and the European 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 

information contained therein.

Disclaimer

Developed under the "EU Fact Checker Network: Mobilising Youth and Journalists 

for Enhanced Democratic Resilience" project, funded by the Citizens, Equality, 

Rights and Values (CERV) programme, this content is intended for educational 

purposes. It aims to enhance public understanding of disinformation, promote 

critical thinking, and support democratic values.
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