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NO? REALLY?
I BET YOU THOUGHT, “ME? NO
WAY, I'M NOT FALLING FOR
THAT!”

HAVE YOU
EVER TRUSTED A
PIECE OF NEWS
THAT TURNED OUT
TO BE FALSE?

ARE A PROBLEM, BUT
NOTFORME.” /°

THE REALITY,
HOWEVER, IS THAT TODAY I
IS INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT
TO RECOGNIZE THEM.

AND OFTEN b
THOSE WHO FALL FOR T

/ ARE NOT NAIVE, BUT SIMPLW
INATTENTIVE, TIRED,

AND OVERWHELMED

BY TOO MUCH

INFORMATION.




'HE SHADOW OF MISINFORMATION
ISNOT A NEW PHENOMENON; WE

FIND TRACES OF IT DATING BACK TO
THE TIME OF THE ANCIENT GREEKS.

ONE OF THE
FIRST TO PAY
THE PRICE WAS
THE SPARTAN
GENERAL
PAUSANIAS.
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THE SPARTAN SENT A LETTER TO XERXES,
THE ENEMY RULER, IN WHICH HE ADMITTED
THAT HE WOULD BETRAY HIS PEOPLE...

AFTER THIS WAS DISCOVERED, |
PAUSANIAS WAS FOUND GUILTY OF HIGH®
TREASON AND SENTENCED TO DEATH.

THELETTER
TURNED OUT TO BE
FAKE.

SAND YEARS. IT'S OCTOBER 30, 1938. ON
AMERICAN RADIO, ORSON WELLES NAR-
RATES THE WAR OF THE WORLDS...

]

THAT THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE ACTUALLY BELIEVE IT.

... IT SIMULATES THE LANDING OF ALIEN SPACESHIPS ON
EARTH. IT'S JUST THEATER, BUT THE VOICE IS SO REAL

THAT NIGHT, MANY AMERICANS
ARE CONVINCED THAT ALIENS
HAVE ARRIVED ON PLANET EARTH.
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From an

ancient Greek
parchment to a radio
microphone, the principle ﬂ;
is the same: a well-told
story... and reality,
for a moment,

But what
is a
fake news?

It is a
piece of news, a story,
or a hoax that is
intentionally created to
misinform and




TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THIS,
IT MAY BE USEFUL TO CLARIFY
WHAT FAKE NEWS IS NOT:

OR DISAGREE
WITH...

i THOSE
/ THAT REPORT TH
OPINIONS OF THOS
WHO COMMENT
ON A PIECE OF IN-
FORMATION.

NEWSPAPERS

AND

ARE NOT
FAKE NEWS.
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.’Ethl.:LUUNl-ZlNU I'HEM,
ESPECIALLY NOWADAYS,
IS STILL VERY

DIFFICULT.

THOSE THA
ARE PRODUCED B
SATIRICAL

” ARTICLES THAT X
CONTAIN ERRORS




In fact,
previously
information was en-
trusted to a few media
outlets that were not
accessible to

everyone.

can write and, above\
all, disseminate
information.

OWEVER, THE USE OF TH
INTERNET HAS MADE THEIR
DISSEMINATION EASIER
THAN EVER.

And because of such a large influx and availability of information, it is much
easier for those who create fake news to spread it and make it credible.

This part,

however, | will
let the professionals

explain the ones who study

and fight fake news every day
and can help us gain more

clarity:
the fact-checkers.




-‘,'." You see,
inside us there is
something that
leads us to be

affected by certain
news and less

by others...

something
strong

that runs
through us.

and fundamental

emotions, everything
that makes us angry and
indignant. It attracts us,
it involves

us.

This
is well known
by those
who create fake
news.

|that targets people’s

content

emotions.

- N,
He didn't
expect it,

but at a certain

point...

Look
what happened

to this
person!!i!
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appeal to stereotypes. Using artificial

to make them credible and shareable.

with SENSATIONALIST headlines, USUALLY designed t¢
: intelligencefd
they create fake photos, fake videos, and fake account

"|A true piece of communication engineering.




Articles
often disguise
themselves as
news verified
by reliable
sources.

This
mimetic nature
makes them seem
believable...

. Modern fake
news has the
ability to affect
people with a
level of involve-
ment never seen
before in the
history of misin-
formation.

have made them the gold

these are some of
the characteristics that

mine of our times.
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For some

governments, they

have become real

tools of political
manipulation.

In several

4 cases, struc-

< tures and agencies

responsible for

/ producing and dis-
seminating false

content in a
A systematic manner
have been
uncovered.




Is it
therefore
possible to defend
ourselves against
such a widespread
and organized

disinformation

system?

Fake news are created by a small
number of people, but are
carelessly reshared by millions

of users.

Certainly.
And it is important
to understand that
the path to fighting
and weakening this
phenomenon also
depends
on us.




Those who
design them know
very well that
they can “use”
social-media users
to spread them

rapidly.

It would
therefore be
enough to pay
closer attention to
what we find on
social media.

Check who the author of an
article is, avoiding anonymous [&8
ones and those with -
sensationalist headlines.

INFORMING OURSELVES
THROUGH DIFFERENT SOURC
to better understand what

the facts really are.

And instead
of relying on
politicians’
speeches or
articles that in-
terpret scientific
statements, we
should do our
own research
before forming
a

judgment.




And to put
the people fighting to
defeat it in a position
to overcome it as quickly
as possible.

But the
most important thing
is not to like, share,
or comment on
fake news.

If we all paid more attention
to what we share, we could reduce
the shadow of disinformation.

The path to
defeating and reducing the
spread of fake news also

depends on us.

And it is
up to us to show
them the door.
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