


FAKE 
NEWS!

FAKE 
NEWS!

THE REALITY,
HOWEVER, IS THAT TODAY IT
IS INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT 

TO RECOGNIZE THEM.

HAVE YOU
EVER TRUSTED A
PIECE OF NEWS

THAT TURNED OUT 
TO BE FALSE?

FAKE 
NEWS!

OR “FAKE NEWS
ARE A PROBLEM, BUT 

NOT FOR ME.”

FAKE 
NEWS!

AND OFTEN
THOSE WHO FALL FOR IT

ARE NOT NAIVE, BUT SIMPLY
INATTENTIVE, TIRED,
AND OVERWHELMED

BY TOO MUCH
INFORMATION.

NO? REALLY?
I BET YOU THOUGHT, “ME? NO

WAY, I’M NOT FALLING FOR 
THAT!”



THE SHADOW OF MISINFORMATION
IS NOT A NEW PHENOMENON; WE
FIND TRACES OF IT DATING BACK TO
THE TIME OF THE ANCIENT GREEKS. 

ONE OF THE
FIRST TO PAY

THE PRICE WAS
THE SPARTAN

GENERAL 
PAUSANIAS.

... IT SIMULATES THE LANDING OF ALIEN SPACESHIPS ON
EARTH. IT’S JUST THEATER, BUT THE VOICE IS SO REAL 
THAT THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE ACTUALLY BELIEVE IT.

AFTER THIS WAS DISCOVERED,
PAUSANIAS WAS FOUND GUILTY OF HIGH

TREASON AND SENTENCED TO DEATH. 

THE LETTER
 TURNED OUT TO BE 

FAKE.

THE SPARTAN SENT A LETTER TO XERXES,
THE ENEMY RULER, IN WHICH HE ADMITTED

THAT HE WOULD BETRAY HIS PEOPLE... 

NOW LET’S JUMP FORWARD TWO THOU-
SAND YEARS. IT’S OCTOBER 30, 1938. ON 
AMERICAN RADIO, ORSON WELLES NAR-

RATES THE WAR OF THE WORLDS...

THAT NIGHT, MANY AMERICANS
ARE CONVINCED THAT ALIENS 

HAVE ARRIVED ON PLANET EARTH.



B u t  w h a t
i s  a  

f a k e  n e w s ?

I t  i s  a
p i e c e  o f  n e w s ,  a  s t o r y ,

o r  a  h o a x  t h a t  i s
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  c r e a t e d  t o

m i s i n f o r m  a n d  
d e c e i v e .

F r o m  a n
a n c i e n t  G r e e k

p a r c h m e n t  t o  a  r a d i o
m i c r o p h o n e ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e

i s  t h e  s a m e :  a  w e l l - t o l d
s t o r y . . .  a n d  r e a l i t y ,

f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  
b e n d s .



THOSE
THAT REPORT THE

OPINIONS OF THOSE
WHO COMMENT 

ON A PIECE OF IN-
FORMATION.

NEWS
THAT WE DON’T

LIKE
OR DISAGREE 

WITH...

TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THIS,
IT MAY BE USEFUL TO CLARIFY 

WHAT FAKE NEWS IS NOT:

RECOGNIZING THEM,
ESPECIALLY NOWADAYS,

IS STILL VERY 
DIFFICULT.

THOSE THAT
ARE PRODUCED BY

SATIRICAL 
NEWSPAPERS

...

AND
ARTICLES THAT

CONTAIN ERRORS
ARE NOT 

FAKE NEWS.



T h i s  p a r t ,
h o w e v e r ,  I  w i l l  

l e t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s
 e x p l a i n  t h e  o n e s  w h o  s t u d y

a n d  f i g h t  f a k e  n e w s  e v e r y  d a y
a n d  c a n  h e l p  u s  g a i n  m o r e

c l a r i t y :  
t h e  f a c t - c h e c k e r s .

I n  f a c t ,  
p r e v i o u s l y

i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  e n -
t r u s t e d  t o  a  f e w  m e d i a
o u t l e t s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t

a c c e s s i b l e  t o  
e v e r y o n e .

A n y o n e
c a n  w r i t e  a n d ,  a b o v e

a l l ,  d i s s e m i n a t e  
i n f o r m a t i o n .

A n d  b e c a u s e  o f  s u c h  a  l a r g e  i n f l u x  a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  i s  m u c h
e a s i e r  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  c r e a t e  f a k e  n e w s  t o  s p r e a d  i t  a n d  m a k e  i t  c r e d i b l e .

TODAY,
HOWEVER, THE USE OF THE
INTERNET HAS MADE THEIR

DISSEMINATION EASIER 
THAN EVER.



Y o u  s e e ,
i n s i d e  u s  t h e r e  i s

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t
l e a d s  u s  t o  b e

a f f e c t e d  b y  c e r t a i n
n e w s  a n d  l e s s  
b y  o t h e r s . . .

T h i s
i s  w e l l  k n o w n

b y  t h o s e
w h o  c r e a t e  f a k e  

n e w s .

s o m e t h i n g  
s t r o n g

 a n d  f u n d a m e n t a l
t h a t  r u n s

t h r o u g h  u s .  

w i t h  S E N S A T I O N A L I S T  h e a d l i n e s ,  U S U A L L Y  d e s i g n e d  t o
a p p e a l  t o  s t e r e o t y p e s .  U s i n g  a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,
t h e y  c r e a t e  f a k e  p h o t o s ,  f a k e  v i d e o s ,  a n d  f a k e  a c c o u n t s
t o  m a k e  t h e m  c r e d i b l e  a n d  s h a r e a b l e .

L o o k
w h a t  h a p p e n e d

t o  t h i s  
p e r s o n ! ! 1 !

T h e y  p r o d u c e  c o n t e n t
t h a t  t a r g e t s  p e o p l e ’ s  

e m o t i o n s .

A  t r u e  p i e c e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  e n g i n e e r i n g .

I t  i s
e m o t i o n s ,  e v e r y t h i n g

t h a t  m a k e s  u s  a n g r y  a n d
i n d i g n a n t .  I t  a t t r a c t s  u s ,

i t  i n v o l v e s  
u s .

H e  d i d n ’ t  
e x p e c t  i t ,

 b u t  a t  a  c e r t a i n  
p o i n t . . .



. . .  M o d e r n  f a k e
n e w s  h a s  t h e

a b i l i t y  t o  a f f e c t
p e o p l e  w i t h  a  

l e v e l  o f  i n v o l v e -
m e n t  n e v e r  s e e n

b e f o r e  i n  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  m i s i n -

f o r m a t i o n .

F o r  s o m e
g o v e r n m e n t s ,  t h e y
h a v e  b e c o m e  r e a l
t o o l s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

m a n i p u l a t i o n .

A r t i c l e s
o f t e n  d i s g u i s e
t h e m s e l v e s  a s
n e w s  v e r i f i e d

b y  r e l i a b l e  
s o u r c e s .

T h i s
m i m e t i c  n a t u r e

m a k e s  t h e m  s e e m
b e l i e v a b l e . . .  

t h e s e  a r e  s o m e  o f
t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t

h a v e  m a d e  t h e m  t h e  g o l d  
m i n e  o f  o u r  t i m e s .

I n  s e v e r a l  
c a s e s ,  s t r u c -

t u r e s  a n d  a g e n c i e s
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

p r o d u c i n g  a n d  d i s -
s e m i n a t i n g  f a l s e

c o n t e n t  i n  a
s y s t e m a t i c  m a n n e r

h a v e  b e e n
u n c o v e r e d .



C e r t a i n l y .
A n d  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t

t h e  p a t h  t o  f i g h t i n g
a n d  w e a k e n i n g  t h i s

p h e n o m e n o n  a l s o
d e p e n d s  
o n  u s .

I s  i t
t h e r e f o r e

p o s s i b l e  t o  d e f e n d
o u r s e l v e s  a g a i n s t

s u c h  a  w i d e s p r e a d
a n d  o r g a n i z e d

d i s i n f o r m a t i o n  
s y s t e m ?

F a k e  n e w s  a r e  c r e a t e d  b y  a  s m a l l
n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e ,  b u t  a r e

c a r e l e s s l y  r e s h a r e d  b y  m i l l i o n s  
o f  u s e r s .



I t  w o u l d
t h e r e f o r e  b e

e n o u g h  t o  p a y
c l o s e r  a t t e n t i o n  t o

w h a t  w e  f i n d  o n  
s o c i a l  m e d i a .

I N F O R M I N G  O U R S E L V E S
T H R O U G H  D I F F E R E N T  S O U R C E S

t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  
t h e  f a c t s  r e a l l y  a r e .

C h e c k  w h o  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  a n
a r t i c l e  i s ,  a v o i d i n g  a n o n y m o u s

o n e s  a n d  t h o s e  w i t h  
s e n s a t i o n a l i s t  h e a d l i n e s .

T h o s e  w h o
d e s i g n  t h e m  k n o w

v e r y  w e l l  t h a t
t h e y  c a n  “ u s e ”

s o c i a l - m e d i a  u s e r s
t o  s p r e a d  t h e m  

r a p i d l y .

A n d  i n s t e a d
o f  r e l y i n g  o n

p o l i t i c i a n s ’
s p e e c h e s  o r  

a r t i c l e s  t h a t  i n -
t e r p r e t  s c i e n t i f i c

s t a t e m e n t s ,  w e
s h o u l d  d o  o u r
o w n  r e s e a r c h

b e f o r e  f o r m i n g
a  

j u d g m e n t .



B u t  t h e
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g

i s  n o t  t o  l i k e ,  s h a r e ,
o r  c o m m e n t  o n  

f a k e  n e w s .

I f  w e  a l l  p a i d  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n
t o  w h a t  w e  s h a r e ,  w e  c o u l d  r e d u c e  

t h e  s h a d o w  o f  d i s i n f o r m a t i o n .

A n d  t o  p u t
t h e  p e o p l e  f i g h t i n g  t o  
d e f e a t  i t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n

 t o  o v e r c o m e  i t  a s  q u i c k l y  
a s  p o s s i b l e .

T h e  p a t h  t o
d e f e a t i n g  a n d  r e d u c i n g  t h e

s p r e a d  o f  f a k e  n e w s  a l s o  
d e p e n d s  o n  u s .

A n d  i t  i s
u p  t o  u s  t o  s h o w  
t h e m  t h e  d o o r .


